
Pacr 2 AncurTEcruRAL Rsvrcw CoMMITTEE (ARC)

ARcHITECTURAI GUIOELINES

As amended, October 25,2001

The Architec,tural Review Committee of the DuFief Homes Association (the "Committee") is charged with the duty of pres€rving the architectural harmony of the com-

tions and Restriclions (the "Covenants") defne the general naluro of tho Committee's responsibility and authorlty while allowing it broad latitude and discretion in deal-
ing with specific situauons and requests.

The accompanying guidelines (rhe'Guidelines) have been adopted by the Committee to asslst homeowners in submitting their proposals for considetation. These

Guidelines may be modified or chang€d whenever sfficient evidence is presented to the Committee to warant a re-ovaluation of its position, or whenever experience
gained in dealing with specific requests demonstrates the necessily of reconsidering a pleviously established position. Appropriate means will be taken to notity all

hom@wners in the 6vent of any modification or change in these Guidelines.

I. GE}IERALREOUIREMENTS

A. Background lnlormatlon

1. The Committee has the authority lo approve or disappro\re all changes governed by Article V and Article Vl of th€ Covenants.

2. The Committee will consider only written requests submitted on an approved application form.

3. Even if tho proposed change(s) and the application conform to these Guidolin€s, in order to conbrm with the Covenants, each change must be specif -

cally approved in writing by the Committee, provided that if the Commiftee fails to appro/e or disapprove a complete and accurate applicatrbn, which con-
tains all inbrmation required bythe Covenants and these Guidolines, within thirty (30) days after receipt thereof, appro/al will not be required.

4. The Committee is required by the Covenants to refuso permission br a proposal which would or could, if constructed, have a detrimental €ffect on the
harmony of the neighboring properties or the @mmunity as a whol€.

5. The Committee will consider complaints from homeowners of alleged violations of the Covenants. ll the Committee determines that an actual violation
has occurred, it will make a reasonable effort to have th6 violaiion corrected. Tho Board of Directors may olec't to pursue an unresolved violation with the
Montgomery County ffics of Common Ou/nership Communities. As a last resort, the Board of Direstors may ref€r the matter to the A.ssociation's attor-
ney.

6. All decisions ot the comminee may be appealod to the Board of Directors. ln accordance with Montgomery counly code section 10B-9(d), all deci-

sions of the Committes or tho Board of Directors may be appealed by the homeowner to the Montgomery County Office of Common Ownership Communi-

ties.

B. Applicatlon Procedure

1. An application is required when any slructure or addition to a stucture on any lot is to be er€cted, placed or attered, including without limitation, making

modifications/additionsio the exteriorbf a house (e.g. room additions, sky lights, fence, new roof, shed, pool, boavtrailer/camper storage, storm windows/
doors, gutters and spouts, staining/painting). The planting and maintenance of trees, shrubs, plants, and othor vegetation do not require the Committoe's

approval.

2. An applicant shall appraise the adiacent property owners of hivher plans prior to filing the application. The Committee may consider their opinions in
making their decision.

3. The application may b€ obtained from and submitt€d to any member of the DuFief Homes Association Architectural Review Committee

4. The description of the project shall b€ briet but specific, containing in addition to the general nalure of lhe work, all inbrmation nocessary br ihe Com'
mittee tci maki a determinati6n. Necessary data shall include the height, length, widlh, size, shape, maiedals, color, and location of the proposed project.' 
Photographs or contractors sketches of similar completed projects/proposals would aid the Committee's @nsideration.

S. For gderior conslructibn poec.ts, including, but not limited to, fences, screens, retaining walls, driveway addilions, porches, decks, stairs, swimming
pools, and house additions, the iocation ol the project on the site survey is tequired. Applications for this type of project must include a copy of lhe house

survey or a similar drawing indicating ihe extent of lhe proposed project, distance to proporty linss and approximate location of neighboring houses.

6. For additions or modifications to sxisting houses and detached structures, the Committee requires that scaled, dimensional drawings of exerior eleva-

tions and a site plan as described in paragiaph 4 above acclmpany the application. Specifications for all materials, finishos, and colors shall be indicated

on tho drawings.

7. As required by the CovenanB, the Committ€€ will approve or disapprove an application in Miting as promptly as possible, but in no event later thirty
(30) days'after rdceipt of a complete application which complies with the Covenants and th6se Guidelines. To the extent ihe Committee beliwes that,
6e&usi of exenuating circumstances, ihey need additional time for research and review, the Committee will notify the homeowner that fie application has

been denied pending the receipt, review and approval of additional information or the additional tim€ ne€ded to review th€ application.

8. lf an application,is relected, the applicant may request that the Committee reconsider its position based on new or additional information which might

claritythe request or domonstrate its acceptability.

C. County Building Codes and Permit8

1. Meeting the requiremenB of the Guidelines and/or the writien approval ol the Committee does not r€liove the applicant of the responsibility lo comply
with all applicable codas.

. Z. Approval of any proiec.t bythe Committee does not waive the applicanfs responsibility for obtaining th€ requked County building permits.

3. Obtaining a County building or work permlt doos not relieve the applicant of the responsibility of obtaining the approval of the Committoo.

D. liiscollaneous Requhsments

1. All proiecF shall bo executed in a timeli and workmanlike manner'
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2. The storage of mat€rials prior to and during construction must be ln ar€as not visible from th€ street or in locations approred by the ARC.

3. Committoe approval includss the right to inspect the completed proiect to assure the execution of th6 approved plan.

4. All prolec'ts shall be completed within the time limits specified in the approvod application.

II. GUIDELINES FOR SPECIFIC PROJECTS

A Building Alteratlons and Addltlons and Detached Structureg

1. Goneral

a) Any addition to an ex|sfiing building, any exterior alteration, modification or chango to an existing building, or any new detached structure must be
approved by the Committoe before any work is undertaken. E)(amples of such projec{s shall include but not b6 limited to porches, decks, garages,
grsenhouses, and shods.

b) Any addition, exerior alteration, modification or change to an existing building shall be compatible r^,ith the parent structure.

c) lt is suggested that an individual contemplating such a proiect consuh with th€ Committee during the preliminary planning stages.

2. Exterior Staining or Paintlng

a) All exerior staining or painting prolects are b be submitted for Commitlee review and approval even il the homeowner intends io duplicate the
original or eisting color so that the Committee can be assured that the homeowner is using a color that is suitable fur the community.

b) Earth lones ror tha main portion of the exterior of a home are encouraged to maintain the architectural harmony o, the community. Ughter colors
should only be used br accent panels or doors. Th6 color'\ivhite" will not be approved br us6 within the DuFief community on any part of a home,
fencs, shed, or any other e)derior structure. A palette depicting an approved range of colors is available lor homeownor rbference from the Com_
mittee chairman.

3. Vinyl Siding Requlrements

a) General.

The following requiremenB must be read, signed, and submitted as an attachment to an application for installing vinyl siding. Forms for this may
be obtained ftom any Committee represontative.

b) Specific requirements:

1) Samples of all oxternal siding materials must accompany the application. lndude siding material for the main body of the houss which is
large enough to show the dlstancs between lhe channels. Also include samples of 'coil stock' materials. All matorials submined must be the
e)€ct color intended for installation on the home.

2) Th€ siding for ths main body of the house must have a wood grain appearance and a non-shiny surface.

3) Spacing o, channels in the siding should be similar to existing wood siding in DuFief. ln all cases the channels are to be equal distance
apart.

4) The trim material, known as, 'coil stock", may have a flat or wood grain texture. The trim must have a non-shiny surface.

5) The siding must be installed vertically and panel breaks installod to match the prior configuration ol the home.

6) Existing accent panels (under windows on several Dufief homes) may be relained or oliminated when installing vinyl siding. The application
should state wheth€r the accant panels ar6 to bo retained or eliminated. lf retained, color of the accent panels must be submitted as part of the
application. Accent panels may be covered with coil strock by thg vinyl siding installer or painted

7) The installation must be perbrmed by a licensed/bonded contractor. No installations of viny{ siding by homeowners will be allowed unless
the homeownsr is a siding contractor.

c) A copy of tho above requiremenls must be provided by the homeowner to the installer .

B. Fencea, Screens, and Walls Abow{rado

1. General

a) Any lence, screen, or wall above-grade must be apprwed by the Committee before installation is undertaksn.

b) Frofit yard boundary fencing wilt not be approvod,

c) No tence, wall or screen will be appro/ed if its installation will obslruct sight lines for vehlcular traffic.

d) Every effort will be made by the Commlttee to keep all fencing, walls and scr€oning as harmonious as possible with the architectural character of
the community.

2, Height and Longth R6trictions

a) Property fencing and lvalls abo\regrade shall not exoeed sk (6) feet above-grade.

b) Freestanding screens shall not e)c6ed the minimum necessary heigirt to achieve the purposo for which they were designed, but in no event shall
they exceed six le6t.

3. Maleriats and Flnlsh

a) Wood fencing or screening will be approved if the design conbrms with the architectural design of the community.

b) The Committee will not appro/€ an application for the installation of chain link or other galvanized metal fenclng.

c) Walls abo\re-grade should be constructed of natural ston6, masonry or attractive timber.

d) All fencing, screening or walls shall hav€ finished matorials on both sldes. lf one side has a more finished appearance, this side must face the
public side of the individual lot.



e) All fencing or screening, if painted or stained, must match the parent structJre, unless otherwise approved by the Committee.

C. Retalnlng Walls and ExterSor Stairs

1. Genora!

a) Any retaining wall must be approved by the Commiuee before installation.

b) Retaining walls which divert ground water onto adloining prcperties, or othenvise substantially change the existing drainage patterns, will not be
approved.

!) leto1e approving retaining watls in excess of three {3) ieet in height, tho Committee may requiro the applicant to provide the Committee with pro-
fessional assurance as to the wall,s stability and structural intogrity.

2, Materials

Retaining walls and exerior stairs should be constructed of natural stone, masonry or attractive timbsr.

D. Swimmlng Pools

1. General

a) Approval ol swimming pool (either above - oI below - grade), spa, or hot tub installations will only be given after careful consideration ot site, design,
enclosure and the eff€c{ such a facilily will have on neighboring lots and the community.

b) lt is suggested thal an individual cpntemplating such a poect consult with the Committee during the preliminary planning stages.

c) Particular attontion will be given to the drainage of the pool and safe storage areas for the necossary chemicals.

d) Pools of two (2) feet, or less in depth are excluded from these requir€ments

2, Fenclng

a) The Committee will not consider an application for tho construction of a permanent type backyard swimming pool unlsss the appllcation is accompa-
nied by an application for a fonce design that, at a minimum, meets Montgomory Couniy coOe.

b) Minimum fence design shall include self closing and latching gates, adequate height and accoptable matorials. (For guidelines, seo Ssction B).

E, Drlveways (Pavlng)

1' All driveway extensions are to be submitted for Committee approval. Submittals must include a skelch of the existing driveway in relation to the
house/sreet that indicates the proposed exension.

2' All ddveway e)densions are to be paved with the same materiaudesign used throughout the entire ddveway for a uniform appearance (i.€. no gravd
{oncrete-blacktop combinations will be approved).

F, Trailsrs, Boats, Campers, Rocreatlonal Vohictee, and Relatod Equlpment

1. The storage of boats and boaling equipment, campors, r€creational vehicles, and relat€d equipment, outside otthe house or garage on any lot for
longer than two weeks, requires the apprwal of the Committee.

2. The Committee will not consider an application for the permanent storage of such equipment unless the applicant accompanies his application with
an acceptable screen design. Such a screen shall be designed so as to shield the view of this equipment'fiom the streei and the neigihboring lots.
Storage locations will be carefully assessed as to the effec:t on neighbodng lots and the view from thi sireet.

3. Commercial vehicles, which exceed 19 feet in length, are prohibiled on any lot for more than 2 weeks without the homeowner providing storage/
screening that has Committee appro\ral.

4. Permanent connections or connections to provide "live in' conditions will not bo appro/ed.

G. Play Equipment

1 . Somi-permanent cfiildren's play equipment, such as sandboxee, swings, slid€s, playtouses and tents, shall not require the approval of the Commit-
tee provided that such equipment is not localod fon rard of tho rear building lin€ and €very reasonable efiort has been made to shield such equipmsnt
from the view ol the street.

2. Tree houses must be approved. Once approred and constructed, they must be maintained in a way that does not present an eyesore to neighbor-
ing lots.

H, E)derlor Ughtlng

1. Exterior lighting shall not be directed in such a manner as to create an annoyance to the
neighbors. e'




